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EUS DEES) REPORT 


To the Honorable, the City Council of the City of New 
Bedford, Mass. 
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to the City Council in the Report of the Librarian, which 
has been adopted by the Board. 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES, 
GrorcE H. Tripp, 


Clerk of the Board. 


LIBRARIAN’S REPORT — 





To the Trustees of the Free Public Library. 


The present report is the Seventy-fourth Annual Re- 
port of the Free Public Library, and the Twenty-fifth of 
the present Librarian. Fifteen years ago last month we 
took possession of this building in its remodelled form, and 
the years since have been filled with activities which would 
not have been possible in the old building. 


In 1910 the library contained 125,000 books. At present 
the book collections are practically 200,000. In 1907, before 
the Kempton Fund was available, the circulation of books 
was 117,832. In 1925, and for the last four or five years, the 
circulation has been well over 500,000. The aggregate cir- 
culation for the fifteen years since we have been in the 
library is nearly 7,000,000 volumes. The character of the 
books in the library and the wide range of its collections 
may well deserve our reporting the comments of some who 
have made special use of these collections. A year or more 
ago the Director of the New York Aquarium made exten- 
sive use of the library in running down, through old log 
books, the number of edible tortoises taken from the Gala- 
pagos Islands by whalemen. From our collection and that 
in the Historical Society, Mr. Townsend printed a pam- 
phlet, probably the first of its kind ever issued from the 
press, listing the enormous amount of edible material taken 
from this group of islands by American seamen, and mak- 
ing a plea for preserving the remaining tortoises from ex- 
tinction. Mr. Townsend was very enthusiastic, as have been 
all others who have had occasion to use our whaling ma- 
terial, concerning the wonderful mass of printed matter 
contained in our books, 
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The list of textile books published last year has been 
widely called for, not only by librarians in this country, 
but abroad. This list gives only a few, but the most promi- 
nent, of the books on textiles. In this connection a cotton 
manufacturer only a few days ago mentioned the fact that 
from the material in our cotton books at three different 
times he was able to find material not elsewhere available 
which was of distinctive value in his business. Another 
enthusiast mentioned the collection of religious books in 
this library as being surprisingly large. A not unusual 
comment, but one which I venture to mention, making due 
allowance for the enthusiasm of the speaker, was the re- 
mark of a gentleman from Texas visiting our library who 
reported that “In libraries visited in all parts of the country 
none was so clean, or so well kept up.” The Captain of 
one of the lightships, which has been furnished at various 
times with books from the library, has reported that through 
the books thus obtained he has been able to pass an examina- 
tion for promotion which he was very desirous of obtaining. 


The following extract from “The Saturday Review of 
Aug. 1, 1925 is a valuable tribute to American 


’ 


Literature,’ 
libraries. 


“For there can be no dispute among thinking people 
as to the eminence of the library among institutions making 
for the public welfare. The school alone surpasses it as a 
means to the education of the people, and it alone with the 
school possesses the supreme distinction of affording a medi- 
um through which deliberate direction can be given on a large 
scale to the formation of taste and the development of 
standards. 


Indeed the library stands to the community in the re- 
lation of a wise guardian, a guardian who realizes that free- 
dom of choice is a first essential to the enjoyment and de- 
velopment of its wards, but who yet believes that that choice 
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should be safeguarded. Not that libraries, the best of them, 
do not contain an infinitude of books that measured by any 
standards of literary worth are negligible, but that their 
selection 1s made with a view to including all that is most 
worth preserving and nothing that is pernicious. They are 
the happy hunting grounds of the inquisitive mind, where 
the biggest game may be had for the stalking. They are 
the forcing beds of knowledge, and wisdom, and humanity, 
and they surely are deserving of all the support that a 
benevolent state and an enlightened public opinion can give 
thetverunn. Whatever forces make for light and leading 
should have full play. Among them none is more big with 
possibility than the library, none more easily accessible to 
those who would seek it, none more necessary to be 
fostered.” | 


The American Library Association, in preparation for 
its Fiftieth Anniversary, is compiling a survey of the reports 
of libraries all over the country which give in the most in- 
timate detail all the processes and methods in use in differ- 
ent libraries so that the result should be of great service 
when tabulated, as is being done by a corps of experts. To 
show the intensive scope of their investigations I would 
say that several thousand questions have been proposed, 
and librarians are supposed to answer them as far as they 
relate to the institutions which they have in charge. The 
questions did not seem to demand as much time in answer- 
ing as one would suppose, and our answers were sent in 
some six months ago. 


Besides the Quarterly Bulletins we published during 
the past year a short list of Worth While Books of 1924; 
A Selected List of Books on Cotton and Cotton Manufac- 
ture; Library Books for New Americans; Down to the 
Sea in Ships, a list of books on the sea and its navigation, 
and there are now in the hands of the printers a revised List 
of Books by Catholic Authors, and a new List of French 
Books in the Library. 
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MEETINGS. 


There were over 600 meetings held in the library during 
the year, conducted by 69 organizations. 


EXHIBITIONS. 


Posters from The Theatre Arts Company were ex- 
hibited in March. Early in the year an attractive showing 
of the activities of the Bristol County Agricultural Schooi 
was displayed. 


(EGE S; 


Among the notable gifts of the year was a valuable 
collection, about 10,000 books, of history, biography, and 
literature, being the private library of the late Edward 
Denham, bequeathed to us in his will, also a sum of money, 
from $20,000 to $25,000, to add to the collection on similar 
lines. , 


Valuable books were also given to the library by Dr. 
H. D. Prescott, others from the estate of Arthur G. Grinnell, 
and from Oliver Prescott. 


A set of books was received from the Explorer’s Club 
of New York, a reprint of the “Log of. Capt. William 
Scoresby,” a beautiful specimen of book-making. 


We have also received two valuable oil paintings, one 
a landscape by Van Elten, and another a marine by De Haas; 
also a bronze of Perseus and Andromeda, which were be- 
queathed to us in the will of Mrs. Susan C. Nye. 


An attractive offer during the year has been made by 
The National Academy of Design to present to the library 
two or three paintings from a collection which they are 
distributing among the larger public libraries. 
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In the extension of our activities may be mentioned 
the starting a library for patients at St. Luke’s Hospital 
which is supervised by Miss Anna Cabral, who visits the 
hospital twice a week and distributes books and magazines 
to the patients. This service is very much appreciated by 
the management of the hospital. 


The technical books in the medical library have been 
loaned to St. Luke’s Hospital for the use of the staff, both 
the regular and associate staff. Any doctors or nurses not 
connected with the hospital who may want any of the books 
which are there, may get them within a few hours by mak- 
ing application to the Librarian at the main library. It was 
strongly felt that the use of the books would be greatly 
augmented by this transfer. 


The High School Library, under the management of 
Grace F. Lyman, the books furnished by the library and 
the expense of administration shared by the library and 
the school department, has just completed its first full 
year of operation. The service is very much appreciated 
by the school department, and by teachers.and pupils. The 
Principal of the school, Mr. G. Walter Williams, has ex- 
pressed himself on the subject as, of “value incalculable,” 
and as a “laboratory” for many of the departments. 


Book talks have been carried on as in ‘previous years, 
and although the audiences are small, they seem to be ex- 
tremely appreciative. These afternoon talks should reach 
a larger audience as the speakers are interesting and in- 
structive in their presentation of the subjects. 


The list for 1925 was as follows, 


Frederick W. Hayford. January 5 
Walter de la Mare, with Readings from his works. 


Edward A. Sullivan. | January 12 
“Romola.”’. 
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Rey. Arthur C. Peabody. January 19 
A Review of “The Iron Puddler.” 
Ralph H. Tukey. January 26 


Some Distinctive Features in the Presentation of 
Plays in Ancient Athens. 


G. Walter Williams. February 2 
The Mind in Education and Conduct. 


Edward T. Pierce, Jr. February 9 
“Lavengro.” 

Rev. W. B. Geoghegan. February 16 
“The Garrulities of an Octogenarian Editor.” 

Mrs. Galen W. Hill (Tuesday) February 24 
Our Home Life in Modern Fiction. : 
William H. Parker. : March 2 
Bertrand Russell, “The Future of Industrial Civ- 

ilization.”’ 

William M. Emery. March 9 
N. P. Willis, the Poet. 

George H. Tripp. March 16 


The Outstanding Books of 1924. 


The Reference Room lost the services of Miss Helen 
L. Cowles, who for three years had served most efficiently 
as Reference Librarian. She resigned in the early summer, 
and her place was filled by the election of Miss E. Lucile 
Palmer, who had had wide experience in library work, and 
has proved a valuable assistant in that room. 


The South Branch is now approaching completion, and 
will be a most useful addition to the facilities of the library. 
The building will probably be occupied in the early spring 
and will greatly relieve the present unsatisfactory arrange- 

“ments for handling the legitimate demands of the people in 
that section of the city. 
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As has been mentioned in several annual reports, the 
need now is most urgent for a branch building for the 
North end. The branch at the corner of Weld Street and 
Acushnet Ave., over the police station, is in a location far 
removed from the congested population area. As with the 
South Branch, the readers must come from a distance to 
the branch. I strongly appeal to the Trustees to present 
to the City Council the need of a new branch which should 
be located much further to the North, preferably in the 
vicinity of Baylies Square. I sincerely hope that action 
may soon be taken on this proposition, since it is due to 
the residents in that part of the city that proper library 
facilities should be granted them. 


The suggestion has been made by the Mayor and should 
receive favorable consideration by the Board, to establish 
a branch reading room for newspapers and magazines in 
the building on Hazelwood Park. Part of the furniture 
and book cases now in use at the South Branch could well 
be moved when the present South Branch is vacated. 


Attention is especially called to the reports of the heads 
of the different departments which will give in some detail - 
the work which is being accomplished in those rooms. 


Books have been collected by the library for the use of 
the Merchant Marine. Also a collection of books to be 
sent to the Taunton Hospital. These books have been 
given by interested friends of the library. 


In Cincinnati, a few months ago, a survey of the books 
in the homes of the people of that city was undertaken, and 
makes extremely interesting reading, showing the character 
of the few books contained in the average home. One really 
surprising feature of this survey was the fact, encouraging 
in a way, that cook books were largely in evidence. 
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In presenting the needs of the library for next year, 
your attention is called to a quotation from a recent publi- 
cation of the Springfield Public Library which admirably 
states the conditions in most of our city libraries. “Few 
people realize, | suspect, what an economical expedient a 
public library is for supplying the book needs of a com- 
munity, and what large returns the public gets from the 
money expended. The total maintenance of the main 
library and branches cost the city last year about 90 cents 
(New Bedford by taxation only 48 cents) for each in- 
habitant. The man who buys one new book in the course 
of a year probably pays more than twice that amount; one 
good phonograph record costs nearly double. Many people 
‘ of very moderate means do not hesitate to patronize cir- 
culating libraries, and the cost of borrowing a single novel 
amounts to 90 cents in a few weeks. Every citizen not 
only may draw novels all through the year, but may take 
home any reasonable number of other books chosen from 
hundreds and thousands of volumes many times more costly 
than novels.” 


A larger support is needed for our library in money to 
supply more books and additional assistants. Since the 
Kempton Fund was made available, no additional book funds 
have been provided. During the seventeen years since that 
fund was available, the circulation of books has quadrupled, 
the price of books has doubled, the price of binding and the 
cost of periodical literature has greatly increased. No more 
need be said regarding the need for more adequate book 
funds. While our neighboring city of Fall River appro- 
priated in 1924, $93,625 for the support of the Library, 
the appropriation for New Bedford was $60,000 plus the 
Dog Fund of $4,000. The total. income, including the money 
available from bequests, gave $80,142 for New Bedford 
as against $93,000 for Fall River. The per capita expendi- 
ture in Fall River is seventy cents, while in New Bedford, 


12 o FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


less than sixty cents, including income from gifts, but only 
48 cents supplied by taxation. 


The janitor service in the building is worthy of special 
mention; visitors from less fortunate communities remark 
on the cleanness of the floors and rooms. I can speak in 
hearty commendation of the general interest of the assistants 
in their work. All feel enthusiastic and proud to be asso- 
ciated with an institution of the rank of the New Bedford 
Library, and are willing to give their best efforts to pro- 
mote its efficiency and service to the public. 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE Hit kis 


Librarian. 
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REFERENCE DEPARTMENT REPORT. 


To Mr. George H. Tripp, Librarian, 
Free Public Library, 
New Bedford, Mass. 
Sir: 
Herewith is submitted a report of the work of the 


Reference Department for the year ending December 31, 


1720) 


The Public Library as an institution is commonly re- 
ferred to as a Treasury of the world’s knowledge and in- 
spiration. The word Treasury, however, is not a term which 
embraces all of the activities of a Library. As in the world 
of finance, the clearing-house represents a most necessary 
link in the completion of business transactions, so does the 
Reference Department function in the Public Library. 

The inquiries for information cover every known, and 
often hypothetical, subject. Sometimes data is needed for 
the development of some business project, as for instance 
the request for a list of mineral springs and health resorts 
of various countries, tests and specifications for different 
grades of gasoline, and the meaning of certain abbreviations 
and trade names. 

Many times the seemingly simple queries are in fact 
the most difficult to answer, especially when the informa- 
tion requested must be in such form as can be handled by 
grammar school pupils—‘‘What are the commercial uses of 
sawdust?” “Of feathers?” “The present relations of the 
United States with Haiti and Nicaragua?” The task of 
providing a “complete history of the tariff” for a pupil of 
the 7th grade was by no means an easy one. 

During the autumn’ there was an unprecedented de- 
mand, caused by a newspaper contest, for U. S. War Heroes. 
Just as the psychological effect of war is the warping of 
rational standards of thought and feeling, so did the phrase, 
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War Heroes, become a regular béte noire to the attendants 
in the Reference room. 


Although the majority of requests come from men, the 
feminine patrons of the Library frequently seek help and 
advice in the carrying out of domestic matters. The Refer- 
ence Department has provided information to aid in the 
resuscitation of sick gold-fish, given recipes for cranberry 
sauce, and suggested ways of serving pineapple in festive 
dress. Occasionally there are requests prompted by argu- 
ments and discussions of odd subjects—to wit, “The history 
of bath-tubs in the U. S.” 


At times answers to queries can only be secured by 
hours of research, but for the most part the consultation 
of ready-reference material suffices. Of this latter type 
the publications issued by the United States Government 
together with pamphlets and clippings from the vertical 
file prove valuable complements to the regular collection. 
Both of these sources have possibilities for intensive de- 
velopment, the Government Documents being authoritative 
compilations of knowledge covering a wide range of sub- 
jects, while the file consists chiefly of material more or less 
ephemeral in value: information on current topics and data 
supplementary to that obtained in book form. 

The work of this department is essentially a type of 
personal service which cannot be recorded in statistical form. 
The following figures, therefor, represent only the number 


of books and periodicals circulated from the Reference 
desk. 


Reference circulation, 8,072 


Inter-library Loan, 206 
High School Loan, — 524 
8,802 


Respectfully submitted, 


ELIZABETH “LUCILLE: PALMER 
Reference Librarian. 
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REPORT OF THE JUVENILE DEPARTMENT. 


The greatest activity in the Juvenile Department during 
this past year has been in the School Room Library Col- 
lections as evidenced by an increase in circulation of over 
12,000. The wear and tear in this branch of the work seem 
at times tremendous. However this particular line of the 
Library’s work is of the utmost importance as the books 
go into countless homes that might otherwise be lacking 


im library service. The circulation reported is far smaller 


than the actual number of times that the books are used, 
for often whole families read a child’s book when he’ takes 
it home from school. There are several sections of the 
city far removed from the library buildings and these School- 
Room Library Collections are filling a great need until 
such time as the city may be more adequately served with 
library buildings than at the present time. Thirty-four 
school buildings containing two hundred and ten classes have 
this service. 


We have had many concrete evidences of the splendid 
work being done in our city by the Americanization section 
of the Public School Department, through an ever increas- 
ing patronage among the adult foreign born. The stacks 
have been combed for books suited to their needs. The — 
results have been pitiably small. There is a crying need 
for interesting books written in simple English for adults 
whose reading ability does not go beyond that of the aver- 
age fourth grade child. It is interesting to note that until 
possibly the last two years the children have taken books 
home to their parents. Now the parents come to the Library 
themselves and they tell us many little confidences about 
their joy in being able to read in English. 


Children’s Book Week had its sixth annual observance 
in November. A book pageant under the direction of Mrs. 
Clare Woodruff was most successfully presented at the 
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State Theatre on Saturday morning preceding the week, 
to a capacity audience of children. Prizes were given by 
Hutchinson and Co. to the first three children who returned 
to the Children’s Librarian correct lists of the characters 
represented. The Standard ran a contest giving book prizes 
to the four children who turned in the best paper on “The 
book I like best and why.’ Several schools took up the 
idea as class lessons and sent in some excellent reports. The 
children were allowed to choose their own titles for review 
and the selection was most gratifying to the committee. 


The State Certificate reading lists are used by several 
schools with splendid results. 546 Five book certificates 
were issued and 46 Honor. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JANE ELLIS THUMAN, 


Children’s Librarian. 
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ART DEPARTMENT. 


The work of the Art Department has followed the 
same lines as in previous years and shows a normal growth 
both in the volume of circulation and in the variety of sub- 
jects treated, the more serious side not appearing in statis- 
tical records. 


The books most frequently consulted were upon do- 
mestic architecture, interior decoration, flower gardening, and 
the ever popular “antiques,” notably glassware. 


It was rather amusing to read last July, in a newspaper 
of world wide prominence an article speaking of the circu- 
lation of pictures as an innovation, whereas this library and 
some others have been carrying on the work for several 
years, especially in school rooms. The educational super- 
visors have expressed their cordial appreciation of our col- 
lection. 


PANE. r-GARDNER, “Art .Libranan: 


GENEALOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


One person who visited the Genealogical Room last 
Spring and was assisted in starting a chart, found, in two - 
or three weeks time, in the books in this room, an amount of 
data for her chart which was amazing and very gratifying. 


Letters of inquiry for help in finding lost ancestors or 
tracing people who used to live in New Bedford continue 
to come to us from north, south, and west, and we spend 
much time in trying to answer these queries. We do not 
always have the needed records to enable us to do this. 
When we can supply the information requested, we are glad 
to be of assistance. There is a joy and satisfaction in find- 
ing the desired information in ratio to the time Spent in 
the search. 
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Books, either belonging to the Library or sent from 
Boston, for the use of the University Extension Course stu- 
dents have been reserved in this room for their consulta- 
tion. 


The Transcript genealogical material has been pasted to 
date. 


An index to one of the newspaper scrap-books has been 
finished. 


A subject index of our New Bedford Picture Collection 
has been started and will be completed soon. This collection 
has been increased by pictures of old New Bedford or of 
New Bedford people which the New Bedford Evening 
Standard has printed in its artgravure section. Our por- 
trait collection has been catalogued. 


Two publications of special local interest, added during 
the year, are:—‘‘The Centenary of the Merchants National 
Bank,” by Z. W. Pease, and, “One Hundred Years of 
Unitarianism in New Bedford, Mass.,” by Edwin Stanton 
Hodgin, D. D. 


The Fort Phoenix Chapter of the D. A. R. gave “the 
D. A. R. Lineage Book,” Vols. 58-74 inclusive, to the Li- 
brary. 


A typewritten copy of “Sketches of Old Dartmouth,” 
presented to the New Bedford Chapter, D. A. R., by Henry 
B. Worth, was a gift from the New Bedford Chapter, 
Dy TASER. 


A copy of “A Biographical Genealogy of the Lovell 
Family in England and America,” was given to the Library 
by the authors, Mary Lovell Rhodes and T. D. Rhodes. 


We were glad to welcome Dr. Banks’ 3rd volume of 
“Martha’s Vineyard History,” consisting of genealogies. 
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Those who have read, “The Jonny-Cake Papers of 
‘Shepherd Tom’,’ and “Thomas Hazard, son of Robert 
called College Tom,” will wish to read “Anchors of Tradi- 
tion,” by Caroline Hazard. 


The following are other books which were added dur- 
ing the year :— 

“History of Maritime Connecticut during the American 
Revolution 1775-1783,” by Louis F. Middlebrook. 

“The Holcomb(e) Genealogy,” by Jesse Seaver. 

“The Story of Walpole,” by Willard de Lue. 

“Martha’s Vineyard, historical, legendery, scenic,” by Henry 
Franklin Norton. 

“The William Ward Genealogy,’ by Charles Martyn. 

“History of Lawrence, Mass.,” by Maurice B. Dorgan. 

“The abridged compendium of American genealogy—First 
families of America,” edited by Frederick A. Virkus. 

“Hallowell, Me. Vital Records,” Vol 1. “Births.”’ 

“Vital Records of Rockport, Mass.” 

“Salem Vital Records,’ Vols 5, 6, “Deaths.” 

“Nantucket Vital Records,’ Vol. 1, “Births A-F.” 

“History of Nantucket,’ by Alexander Starbuck. 

“Some of the descendants of John Read, Senior, of Newport, 
R. I., and Freetown, Mass.,”’ compiled by Com. Geo. 
Peetcead, U.S; N.. (retired). 

“Dedication of Tifereth Israel Synagogue,” a gift. 


“France and New England,” by Allan Forbes and Paul F. 
Cadman, Vol. 1, a gift of the State Street Trust Com- 
pany of Boston, Mass. _ 


Respectfully submitted, 


ALICE H. TRIPP, Genealogical Librarian. 
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CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT. 


The circulation for the year has shown activity in all 
departments. The number of books circulated has not been 
quite so large as last year, due to the fact that the textile 
situation has improved considerably and our cardholders 
are finding less time for reading. 


The total circulation for the year has been 532,790; 
namely Main Desk, 82,711; Ingraham Hall, (the Open 
Shelf Department), 96,763; Art Room, 4,877; Reference 
Room, 8,072; Genealogical Room, including Teachers’ Room, 
764+; North, South, and West Branches, 125,736; Juvenile 
~ Room, 57,186; School Collections, 154,314; Inter-Library 
loans, 1,384; and Miscellaneous Sources 983. See appendix 
B for circulation in detail. 


There were 776 overdue books recalled by letter, out 
of that number all but 116 were returned to the Library 
by the borrowers, and the messenger secured 95, making 
the loss 21. This loss was caused through the inability to 
trace the delinquents, as they had moved several times. 


Ingraham Hall has circulated 1,863 more books than 
last year. The reading tables in this room have never been 
so constantly in use, and in the Reference Room it has been 
necessary on one occasion to put in some extra chairs. 


The Library has sent an attendant to St. Luke’s Hospi- 
tal twice each week to circulate books and magazines in the 
wards. This has proved a great success and brought happi- 
ness to many patients. 


GRACE D. SHERMAN. 
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HOSE URAL LLB RAR IY: 

1925 Bk. Mag. Total 
October, 89 89 
November, 102 189 291 
December, 94 148 242 

196 - 426 622 
Started October 27, about 300 magazines. 
Added November 6, 171 books. 
18 visits to 4 wards. 
Total circulation, 622. - 
APPENDIX A. 
ADDITIONS BY CLASSES IN YEAR 1925. 
NEW TITLES 
General Works, 12 Literature, 85 
Ethics and Philosophy, 5 4 Description and Travel, 93 
Religion, 42 Individual Biography, 106 
Sociology, 103 Collective Biography and 
Manners and Customs, 9 Genealogy, 17 
Folk Lore, 2 History, 56 
Education, 24 Fiction, 394 
Language, 7 New Titles in Foreign 
Science, 38 Languages 
Useful Arts, 99 French, 76 
Medicine, Physiology, and Yiddish, 1 

Hygiene, 18 Italian, 11 
Fine Arts, 45 Portuguese, 7 
Music, 10 Polish, 1 
Amusements and Sports, 18 Books for children, 84 


Books for the Blind, 23 
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APPENDIX B. 


CIRCULATION. 


Main collection, Adult, 


Classification. 


Miscellaneous, and periodicals, 
Philosophy, 

Religion, 

Sociology, 

Language, 

Science, 

Useful Arts, 

Fine Arts, 

English literature, 
Foreign literature, 
Biography, 

History, 

Travel and description, 
English fiction, 
Foreign fiction, 


Main Collection, Juvenile, 
Classification, 


Fairy Tales, 

Biography, 

History, 

Travel and description, 
Fiction, 

Miscellaneous, including Bible 


Stories, Literature, Useful Arts, 


No. of 

Books 
8,840 
1,356 
1,145 
2,907 
856 
2,108 
4,596 
5,598 
5,951 
999 
4,207 
2,/25 
4,487 
142,531 
4,881 


FAs | 
1,130 
1,744 
1,439 
33,699 


11,643 


Per cent 
of Whole 
4.58 


13.17 
1.97 
3.05 
2.51 

58.93 

20.36 


Books drawn for home use, Central Library, Main Collection: 
Main Desk, 82,711; Ingraham Hall, 96,763; Reference Room, 

8,072; Art Room, 4,877, (Including 110 books for the 

Blind); Genealogical Room, 474; Teachers’ 


Room, 290; 


Books circulated from Juvenile Room, 

Books circulated from School Collection, 
Books circulated from High School Library, 5,774 
Books circulated directly from Branch 


Reading Rooms, 
Inter-library loans, 
Other Agencies, 


Total circulation of books, 


193,187 
57,186 
148,540 


125,736 
235 
2,132 


532,790 
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Pictures loaned: Art Department. 


Art Photographs, 

Prints, 

» Prints, (color), 

Architecture, 

Sculpture, 

Stereographs, (Juv. R. 13,381) 
Miscellaneous, (Gen’l. R. 12), 


GENERAL STATISTICS FOR 1925 


Books Added. 


Volumes purchased, Main Collection, 
Volumes, purchased, Juvenile Room, 
Volumes purchased, School Collection, 
Volumes purchased, Continuation School, 
Volumes added by gift and entered, 
(Denham Library, not yet listed) 


PAMPULCETDStADDED 


Pamphlets purchased, 
Pamphlets added by gift, 


Other Additions. 


Photographs, (gift) 

Posters, (gift) 

Medici Prints, 

Lithographs, (gift) 

Scroll, 

Atlas folios, maps, (gift) 

Mounted clippings, (pictures) 

Magazine subscriptions from individuals, 


Volumes worn out and withdrawn 
(62 exposed to contagious disease.) 
Main Collection, (incl. 173 St. Luke’s) 
Juvenile Room, 
School collection, 


Volumes replaced 
Main collection, 
Juvenile Room, 
School collection, 


Net addition to the Library in volumes, (exclusive of 
Denham Library) 

Number of volumes in Library, December 31, 1924, 

Number of volumes in Library, December 31, 1925, 


9g 843 


3,661 
189,486 
193,129 
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Volumes bound, including periodicals and books rebound: 


Main collection, 2,763 
Juvenile Room, 834 
School collection, 1,746 
5,343 
Periodicals in Reading Room (including 103 by gift) 378 
Newspapers in Reading Room (including 9 by gift) 48 
New cards issued, and re-registration, Central 
Adult, Central Library, 3,021 
(Includes 786 Juvenile Transfers) 
Through Branches, : 841 3,862 
Cancelled, 157 3,705 
Juvenile, Central Library, 2,199 
Through Branches, 1,168 3,367 
Cancelled, 20 3,347 
7,052 
Total Registered Borrowers, Adult, Active list, (including 
3,274 Juvenile Transfers) 22,132 
Juvenile, Active list, 6,487 
Notices sent out for over-due books: 
Main Library—Postal cards, 6,769; letters, 776. 7,545 
Juvenile Room—Postal cards, 2,270; letters, 187; 2,457 
Branches— Postal cards, 3,008; letters, 385; 3,393 


Books sent for by messenger, 156. 
Books secured by messenger, 120. 


BRANCH READING ROOMS IN DETAIL 


NORTH 
Books circulated—Adult, 33,591 
Juvenile, 25,518, | Central, 108, 59,217 


Cards issued through Central: 
Adult (including 128 Juvenile Transfers) 475, Juvenile 516, 991 
Periodicals in Reading Room, oo 


Newspapers in Reading Room, 18 
: SU hi 
Books circulated—Adult, 16,405 
Juvenile, 22,655; Central, 99, 39,159 


Cards issued through Central: 


Adult (including 82 Juvenile Transfers) 256, Juvenile 541 797 
Periodicals in Reading Room, 23 


Newspapers in Reading Room, 16 
WEST 
Books circulated—Adult, 19,170 
Juvenile, 8,397, Central, 88, 27,655 


Cards issued through Central: 

Adult (including 24 Juvenile Transfers) 110, Juvenile 111, 221 
Periodicals in Reading Room, 25 
Newspapers in Reading Room, 11 
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FORM OF LIBRARY STATISTICS 
Compiled for the A. L. A. Committee on Library Administration, 


Annual report for the year ending December 31, 1925. 
Name of Library, New Bedford Free Public Library. 


Name of Librarian, George H. Tripp. 
City or town, New Bedford, Mass. 


Population served, (Estimated) 130,000. 


Terms of use— 
Free for lending 
Free for reference 
Total number of agencies 


Consisting of—Central library, One. 


Branches, Three. 


High School Library. 


Other agencies, 34 
schools.) 


schools, (210 rooms in 


Outlying Schools, 8. 


You. Al ACamp: 
Lev ety (elias £3 
Girl Scouts Camp. 

Boy Scouts Camp. 


5 Continuation school classes 


1 Hospital. 
1 Relief ship. 


Books lent to 19 other libraries. 
Books borrowed of one library. 


Number of days open during year (Central library), 362. 

Hours open each week for lending (Central library), 72. 

Hours open each week for reading (Central library), 79. 
(Holidays and Sundays, open seven hours for reading, except that 


Library closed July 4, and Christmas Day). 


Total number of staff, 24. 


Total valuation of library property, $805,000. 


INCREASE 


Number of volumes at beginning of 

‘ year, 

Number of volumes added during 

year by purchase 

Number of volumes added during 

year by gift or exchange (not 

including a large gift collection, 
not yet entered) 


Adult 
163,077 
3,634 


555 


167,266 


Number of volumes withdrawn dur- 
ing year 


Total number at end of year.......... 


1,522 


165,744 


Juvenile Total 
26,391 189,468 
3,477 7,111 


DDD 


29,868 197,134 


2,483 4,005 


27,385 193,129 
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Number of pamphlets at beginning of year, Uncounted 
Number of pamphlets added during year, 3,993 


Number of maps and charts added during year, 101 
Total number of maps at end of year, ey 
Number of photographs added during year, including 


prints and pictures, 12 
Post Cards, colored, 0 
Miscellaneous, 8 
Total number of prints including photographs, etc., 60,082 
Number of sheets of music added during year, 0 
Total number of sheets of music at end of year, Uncounted 
Number of clippings added during year, 1,501 
Total number of clippings, Uncounted 

USE 


Adult Juvenile Total 
Total number of volumes, lent for 
home use 264,720 268,070 532,790 
Number of volumes of fiction lent 
for home use from Central 


library, (including Foreign) 147,412 33,699 181,111 


Number of prints lent for home use, 88,843 

Recorded use in reading rooms, Uncounted 

Number of exhibitions held, 

Number of lectures given, 11 

Number of publications issued, 9 
REGISTRATION 


Adult Juvenile Total 
Number of borrowers. registered 
during year (and re-registrations, 


part of year), 3,862 3,367 7,229 
Total number of registered borrow- 

ers, active list, 22,132" 6,487 28,619 
Cancelled, 1925, 1S7 20 177 


Registration period, 5 years. 
Number of periodicals, (including newspapers and transactions of 
societies) currently received. 
378 titles with 524 copies of magazines 
and 49 titles, with 101 copies of newspapers. 
Niner of persons using library for reading and study: Not 
counted. 
*Includes 3,274 Juvenile Transfers. 
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APPENDIX D. 


Appropriation, 

Salaries, 

Wages, 

Fuel and Light, 

Repairs, 

Furniture and Furnishings, 
Janitors’ Supplies, 
Building, Miscellany, 
Printing, Stationery, and Postage, 
Express and Cartage, 
Telephone, 

Books, 

Periodicals, 

Binding, 

All other expenses, 


Overdraft, 


DOG FUND. 


Balance, 
Income, 


Salaries, 

Wages, 

Books, 

Periodicals, 

Binding, 

Printing, 

Furniture and Furnishings, 
All other expenses, 


Balance, 


KEMPTON FUND. 


Overdraft, 
Income, 


Books, 

Periodicals, 
Binding, 

Printing, 

All other expenses, 


Balance, 


$36,420.60 
19,272.24 
888.14 
459.75 
30.25 
846.40 
Dost a) 
808.93 
491.69 
59.16 
70.95 
438.04 
77.08 
369.92 


266.90 


$ 81.81 
4,453.84 


$1,241.87 
794.59 


$4,535.51 
14 


Pu te.20 
11,844.22 


$6,123.20 
2,035.72 
2,389.20 
535.45 
235.28 


$11,318.85 


177.14 
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$60,000.00 


$60,266.90 
$60,000.00 


$4,535.65 


$4,535.65 


$11,495.99 


$11,495.99 
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SYLVIA ANN HOWLAND FUND. 


Balance, $ 675.59 
Income, 2,137.85 
Books, $1,904.39 
Periodicals, 60.60 
Binding, 337.51 
Printing and Stationery, 212.84 
: $2,515.34 

Balance, 298.10 


CHARLES W. MORGAN FUND. 


Balance, $47.55 
Income, 47.50 
Books, $60.89 

Balance, 34.16 


CHARLES L. WOOD FUND. 


Balance, ; $53.12 
Income, 95.00 
Books, $ 69.46 
Periodicals, 5.50 
Printing and Stationery, 34.80 

$109.76 


Balance, 38.36 


GEORGE O. CROCKER FUND. 


Balance, $ 54.81 
Income, 449.70 
Books, ; $182.90 
Periodicals, 50.27 
Lighting, 11.88 
All other expenses, VAY Eb) 

$482.80 

Balance, Zl 


OLIVER CROCKER FUND. 


Balance, $ 74.38 
Income, 47.50 


ey 


$2,813.44 


$2,813.44 


$95.05 


$95 05 


$148.12 


$148.12 


$504.51 


$504.51 


$121.88 
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Books, $ 24.06 
Periodicals, 32.34 
Binding, 19.00 
Express and Cartage, 20.00 
Printing, 17.30 
$112.70 
Balance, 9.18 
GEORGE HOWLAND, Jr. FUND. 
Balance, $172.34 
Income, 76.00 
Books, $189.67 
Periodicals, 3.00 
All other expenses, 15.00 
$207.67 
Balance, 40.67 
JAMES B. CONGDON FUND. 
Balance, $16.29 
Income, 2375 
Books, $21.60 
Balance, 18.44 
TOTALS. 
Salaries, 
Wages, 
Fuel and Light, 
Repairs, 


Furniture and Furnishings, 
Janitors’ Supplies, 

Building, Miscellany, 

Printing, Stationery, and Postage, 
Express and Cartage, 

Telephone, 

Books, 

Binding, 

Periodicals, 

All other expenses, 


; FINES. 
Balance on hand, Dec. 1924, 
Fines collected to Dec. 1925, 
Miscellaneous receipts to Dec. 1925, 


Paid City Treasurer, 
Retained for change, 
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$121.88 


$248.34 


$248.34 


$40.04 


$40.04 


$37,662.47 
20,066.83 
900.02 
459.75 
33.85 
846.40 

i Wes 
1,616.17 
511.69 
59.16 
10,096.80 
3,032.46 
2,654.72 
1,657.95 


$79,632.02 


16.00 
1,456.10 
213.40 


$1,685.50 


$1,668.40 
17.10 


$1,685.50 


SPECIAL ACCOUNT FOR REFUNDS ON LOST BOOKS. 


Balance, 
Refunds, 


$3.76 
6.02 


City oF New BeEpDForp. 


In BoarD OF ALDERMEN, 


January 14, 1926. 


Received, ordered printed in the City Documents and 


sent down for concurrence. 


RODOLPHUS A. SWAN, 
City Clerk. 


In CoMMON COUNCIL, 
January 14, 1926. 


Concurred. 


RUTH G. HILTON, 
Clerk. 


